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Museum offers different take on guns

Grunby bustrestman Plerre Gruvel 8 turning o long

and stamps, all with a local flavor

A safe alternative to
turning unwanted

firearms in to police

By Maurice Crossfield
GranNmY
¥ this time next year there will be a
new museum in Granbry, di
an extensive collection of firearms,
stamps, coins and bronze sculptures,
“There are so many heroes in Granby,
in Cowansville, in Sherbrooke,” said
Ferre Gravel, one of the founders of the
Musée de |'Arme et du Bronze,
“There is a lot of history here. Many
of our young people went to Europe to
defend Canada. These were our kids,

’I

our fathers and our grandfathers.”

A history buffl and collector by na-
ture, Gravel is better known for his four
decades as an impresario, booking en-
tertainment acts for corporare fune-
tions and managing artists like
André-Philippe Gagnon out of his Gran-
by offices. He says most people don't
know encugh about the rich history of
the people around them,

“We had regiments around here that
did good things, and we have forgotten
them,” he said.

As an example he cites the statue in
nearby Victoria Park. He spotted the La-
timer statue years ago, and soon real-
ized he didn't know anything about this
war hero,
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“Today the statue is there for pigeons
to land on,” he said.

Five years ago Gravel decided to start
a museum. The idea developed to in-
clude his interests, namely gun, stamp
and coin collecting, and his passion for
collecting bronze statues.

“The museum will be educational,
telling the story of the Americas
through firearms, money, stamps and
bronze,” he said. “Whether we Hke it or
not our history can be told through
firearms.” .

As owner of Armourlers de Sher-
brooke and Armouriers de |'Estrie for
nearly two decades, Gravel has an exten-
sive personal history with firearms.
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